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kinds. Some of them tell us about the visits he
paid to the sacred places of Buddhism, while
others contain his orders to the State officials, in
which he clearly sets forth their duties as well as
the duties of his subjects.
From these records we learn that in the ninth
year of his reign he undertook the conquest of
Kalinga or the countries which lay near the Bay
of Bengal. He conquered this kingdom, but not
without much cruelty and bloodshed* It is said
that in the battles one hundred thousand people
were killed, one hundred and fifty thousand were
taken captive, and a large number of peaceful
inhabitants died. This war was the last which
Asoka ever fought, for it brought home to his mind
what a bloody business war is. The thought that
so many innocent people had been massacred
sent horror into his heart and he repented that
he had ever done a thing like this. After this
he did not think of conquering others but tried
to conquer himself. In this resolve of his he was
strengthened by a Buddhist monk named Upa-
gupta. It was in the company of this monk that
he went on his pilgrimages to the holy places of
Buddhism. After some time he was so struck
with the beauty of Buddhism that he became a
member of the Buddhist Sangha,
Then he fixed his mind more and more upon
acts of piety. He issued edicts asking people to
respect ascetics, Brahmins, and elders. He for-